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ADYBETISBMENT. 



The present Edition of the Bhagayad-Git& has no pretension 
to entire novelty. The printed editions already existing are 
those of Calcutta, 1808, and of Bonn, 1823 and 1846. The last 
of these, which the illustrious Lassen produced from the ground- 
work of die no less illustrious Schlegel, is calculated, I believe, 
to satisfy the most particular of pedants. 

If, then, it be asjced why another edition is now offered to the 
public, I can only reply that the expense of that of Bonn, like 
that, unfortunately, of most Oriental publications, is suflSicient to 
warrant the production of a less costly work ; while the trans- 
lation of this poem, which I have just put forward, has induced 
me to think that several emendations and conjectures might be 
adopted even in the almost faultiess work of such excellent 
scholars, with much advantage. Nay more. As will be seen in 
the following remarks, there are one or two alterations which are 
absolutely necessary to the right interpretation of this poem. 
Thus, while I have almost universally retained Lassen's readings 
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in preference to those of the Calcutta edition^ I have ventured in 
some places to suggest and adopt new ones which the sense 
reqidred. 

The Bhagavad-Git& was, in all probability, originally written 
in the very form in which we have received it. It was composed 
at an age when book-making had become a weU-known art 
among learned Br&hmans ; and it does not appear to me, as it 
has done to some, that any part of it is to be attributed to another 
date or pen than the rest. The plan of the work would seem to 
have been a poem of exactly seven hundred couplets, — ^the 
chapters ending only where the particidar subject of each was 
concluded. Interpolation was, therefore, scarcely possible ; nor is 
there any passage which would seem to be thoroughly corrupt or 
miscopied. The poem attained so great a celebrity in India, that 
its verses became proverbs in the mouths of the pious, while the 
Uteral meaning of the words is everywhere clear and simple. 
Thus the only alterations made are those of single words or 
letters, and even these are so slight as very seldom to affect the 
sense. 

The manuscripts of the Bhagavad-Gitd, which were collated 
by Schlegel and Lassen, are thirteen in number, and all coincide 
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to a wonderful extent. Of these, four are in the Biblioth^que 
Imp^riale at Paris, all in the Devandgari character ; seven in the 
Library of the East India House ; one in the British Museum ; 
while another was presented by Colebrooke to Schlegel, and is 
now, I believe, in the Royal Library at Berlin. Not only is the 
likeness between these very striking, but it is even further 
extended to those MSS. which the Br&hman B&b6r&ma employed 
for his edition of Calcutta, and those from which Wilkins and 
Galanos made their translations at Benares.* Wherever the 
MSS. differ, Schlegel and Lassen have made and defended a 
discreet choice, and in almost all cases I am content to follow in 
their footmarks. 

The following are the principal points of difference between 
the Bonn Edition, the various MSS., and the other Editions : — 

1. Most of the MSS., and the Calcutta Edition, have a long 
prelude, consisting of an incantation formed of verses from the 
poem itself (descriptive of spirit)^ and of a dhydna^ or pious 
meditation, of much later date. These are very properly omitted, 

♦ For an account of the natiye commentaries, of which the principal belong to the 
fourteenth century, and for further particulars as regards the MSS., we must refer the 
curious to the able and lengthy prefaces of Schlegel and Lassen to the Bonn Edition of 
1846. 
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as forming no integral portion of the poem, and belonging to an 
age when it had attained an extreme value, and was held in 
almost as great reverence as were the Vedas themselves. 

2. At the beginning of Chapter XIII., the Paris MS., D, has 
an additional shloka, evidently inserted by some studious and 
yerse-maldng copyist who did not see his way very clearly 
through the explanations contained in this Chapter. It runs thus : 
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Such are the principal corrections and conjectures intro- 
duced with much reason by the learned editors of Bonn. 

The following are the points of difference between the present 
Edition and that of Bonn, 1846: — 

Chap, I., shl. 37 : ^^r< M ^T*l ^^r H ^ l' AH Iil • This reading 
is only supported by the Calcutta Edition of the Mah&bharata, 
and No. 6 of the London MSS. ; but it appears to me to suit the 
sense far better, and to be confirmed by the <^(^if which imme- 
diately follows. 

Chap. III., shl. 23: c|H'^ for ^^f^. This is the common 
reading found in the Calcutta Edition and that of the Mahd- 
bhdrata, and all the London MSS. Schlegel had adopted ^7|ff 
from a conjecture, under the idea that the root "^tj was never 
used in the Parasmai-pada, except in the future conditional and 
desiderative. Of such use, however, we have another instance in 
Chap. XV., shl. 4, of our poem, and in the present and first 
preterite tenses in Mahabhkrata, I., 4832 ; III, 14666 and else- 
where, and it may therefore stand. Vide Lassen's note in the 
Addenda, pp. 292. 

Chap. IV., shl. 23 : ^EPK^ ^^^ iHI!^* "^^ ^^ ^ conjecture 
of my own, and I am not aware that it is supported by any of the 
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MSS. It is, however, so loudly demanded by the sense, and the 
change of ij to ^ is so slight, that I do not hesitate in adopting 
it. Jp^, when used absolutely, without anything depending on 
it J can have no other meaning than that of ^ finally emancipated,' 
which is evidently not intended here. Schlegel translates it 
^exsoluti," which gives no clue to the sense. Wilkins has, 
* freed from the bonds of action,' but I am not aware of any 
authority for the words supplied; while Galanos, following 
probably some recent scholiast, gives airadrj^. The translators 
thus seem to have hurried past the word, on which they were 
evidently not very clear, as quickly as possible. The change of 
ij to "^jj would remove all difficulty, and the translation would be 
what I have given it. 

Chap, v., shl. 21 : ;Cf:'^^ for ^gfff ^^. The latter is the 
common reading, but in spite of this and the able defence of it 
made by Schlegel, I confess the construction seems to me so 
refined and unusual ; and the absence of the usual balance of the 
relative and independent sentence so harsh, that I cannot refrain 
from adopting the suggestion which Schlegel has made only to 
discountenance. 

Chap. VII., shl. 29 : ^s^TTTTTir^^T^ for H^TiTTW^^rsi- 

h 



X ADVERTISEMENT. 



In this correction I am supported only by the translation of 
Galanos. Liberation from birth and death, is liberation from the 
necessity of regeneration. Mere freedom from the pains of old 
age might be obtained in the heavens of the deities, just as well 
as by final emancipation. 

Chap. IX., shl. 7 : 'Hf fi i y t ^^^ M \ M ^ ' ^^^ correction is 
supported by Lassen in a note on the word, and I cannot under- 
stand why it was not draughted into the text, or at least ranked 
among the Errata. 

Chap. XIV., shl. 23 : ^irf^^f^f for ^qf^g fi f. See Lassen's 
note on this word. 

Chap. XVIII., shl. 43 : ^g'^qri j for "^J^ ?|r^. This is the 
reading of the Paris MS. B. ; and No. 5, both text and Scholia, 
of the London MSS. It is better, as corresponding to 4^4i^ 
in the preceding shloka. Schlegel approves it in his note, but 
does not adopt it in the text. 

Chap. xviiL, shl. 71: ^yrl* sip?nrl^T^^ for ^: 

^nff^qn'^f* This is a conjecture of my own. The passage, as 
it stands in the vulgar reading, must be translated, * Even he, 
being finally emancipated, may attain to the good regions of the 
upright doers.' These regions, however, are those of the gods : 
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material regions, from which the soul soccer or later returns 
again to earth, to undergo a new regeneration. But if the soul 
be finally emancipated, it is united with the Supreme Being, and 
does not proceed to one of those regions, but is free from all 
possibility of regeneration on earth. Standing* absolutely, as it 
does here, mf^ has the sense of being finally emancipated, and, 
in order to make the sentence clear, some ablative must be sup- 
plied after TPIto i^ order to deprive it of its absolute meaning, 
since it is clear that the i^qpyif UiQ4i'41l|! j refers to the 
regions over which the deities preside, and not to the being of the 
Supreme One, which cannot be expressed by the plural number, 
being one and simple. Since, then, ^q^Q ; is absolute, we must 
not be satisfied with understanding an ablative depending on it, 
but must actually supply one in the text. This is done very 
easily, by converting n4||l| into ^nSYTTTT f which simply 
necessitates the replacing of the anuswdra over n^T^VTT ^7 
the sign 5 before it. The sense of the context and the whole 
passage is then rendered clear. In shls. 68 and 69 he speaks of 
the Br&hman who transmits the Yoga doctrines to his fellow- 
creatures, and is rewarded by final emancipation. In shl. 70 
he mentions the Brdhman students and Kshatriyas who study 
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those doctrines, and are rewarded by final emancipation, after a 
greater or less number of transmigrations. In this shloka he 
speaks of the lower orders, as Vaishyas and Shtidras, who, being 
ignorant of the pure Sanskrit tongue, could learn these doctrines 
only from the mouth of their instructors the Br&hmans, and 
from the inferiority of their knowledge, would be rewarded only 
by a residence in the material worlds of the deities. Compare 
the note on this passage in my translation. 

I have now done enough to weary the reader with pedantic 
niceties, which can interest but a few, and those rather of a 
German than an English turn of mind. It is, however, the duty 
of an Editor to state and defend the corrections which he makes 
in the work of his predecessors, and it is the privilege of the 
reader to pass over whatever he chooses. 

J. C. T. 
Pahis, April, 1855. 
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¥t^ WIT^ IR^lf'T fw^ 4f4*ii^i II \^ II 

^rf^^Pf JT8IT «ir#r ^•T't ^ vif^v I 

'«rN^niq'0«f^ vt7^<TO^7i^: N ^^11 
^^Bwr^^reRTft^^T^i ^ ^^Bf^ ^^; nxA* 



« « 






^rf^^ fw%H 'r^x''iT'f f^f|[ ^nrf^w m ^^ h 

^f% ^^1 >d^ ?HI^1IT^ ft% TT^ i ^t * 
ftili^ 4|SHi|i||4i ?I^ TT^W^^<'1^ II ^8 M 

irt^fT^ ^iTT^ *^ ?ffi^dr*i4i*i^^<Hd 11^*^11 



TW^. 






•t • • • • 

• • • • 



vl^Tf^: ^ TTsw: ^iWtt^: II ^-o ii 
:r1^#h«ht^^i5dw f^w^i vnw ii ^4. n 



«snirt?^ ^fw: wx vt^ <i^^ 



v^. 



'Rn' ?5 ^i4*mj^iH "inin ^nr^ s^ i 
^RiT ^igi? iTO ^^t'lf fkm^ ^v^^ ^ I 






*|ifl^ ^V f^1*I^T' MR'i'Jlii SlifliM*! 

mR^i^ f^^w^T' ^wr^^^ TV^ wf 






miniii^^pieif^iii 






^T'm, 



q«!raw 



^ifr^ 



•s •s 



%J*«if*l^fi: ftflf ^RTT f^^ 



II ^fti^iiV s-«rT^: If 
^m: iiiPri^ wrr*rf ^ ^'i^t^ ^ i 
^^. ^ f^: TiT^^^^rgf^TT, 



T^n^T: II 8^ M 1^ 






ftft^ wl' ^RiT "51^ Traryrf^ f%^ ^ I 



• mi<i<n<mO Onir ^<M<l <mMifiid : h w ii 

• • # •C • ^ ♦ ^N • 

^^^»TT ^ X^ ^f>Tf( 3KTV MK*l^ I 

ft^^ W»?: 'IIT^ <I^M.4I<I 'If^ H i^ II 

^^: ^g h:^ i^fm isni^ ^ ii ^8 n 
TT?ft ^ ?r^ nV ^jrar fl^ 7TT«n?ft n *^ ii 
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^Rf%^: ^^^^hfir **fJmi^ifl^flR«if«i i 
f%^?i^ ^TO^ ^i^w!% ?raT ^ M^ II 



II ^^T^lfl" Vm^l II L.\ 

T^ ?^ i!T?T M<chl« «rrwi5T^ »<n< i I 

vldi ff^i ^nct ART ^?n?^!(l«iai^^raf>i^: 11 4^ 11 
HftTiT 1 ^ ^ Tiwr^ ''B^: fil<i<iO Hf% II 4*- II 
TTPmlT ^T^^^T^: ^nr^TfH ^ ^: 11 'o* 11 

^rf%^ ^ ii i«ni4il ^: Tmw\ ^ ^j'l^Ri II 'o^ « 

II 'Sl^'f ^3^T^ II 

f%?fl- s% 'm^t^: qrft^ ^^ tr n '©^ H 



^^ II ^T'ra^^TT II 



II W^T^ y«il'fl H 
W^fil^T'W^'Wlr^iT^^'gft tV'?^^* II ^8 II 

fR^'9 ^^f ^^ ''^'m^vm §fi ^: i 

S"«IT^: II \«^ H 



II Tf^ ^ft'T'raftTfT Wi?TTrT II 



II ^5WI^'9^ ^^^ II 



iss^mamm 



